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A large group of researchers, conducted by 
Anca Sava, Claudia Florida Costea and Gabriela-
Florenţa Dumitrescu, realized a comprehensive 
„guide to ocular pathology” entitled „Ghid de 
patologie oftalmologică. Afecţiunile pleoapei şi 
conjunctivei” (Editura Ştiinţa Chişinău, 2015), 
which has been published also in a French 
translation as „Guide de pathologie ophthal-
mologique. Afections de paupiéres et de la con-
jonctive” (Editura Universa, 2015). 

This book is the result of a unique collabo-
ration between pathologists and clinicians, as 
it have been written by members of ocular sur-
gery and ocular pathology departments working 
together in a leading specialized hospital in 
Romania. The main authors are ophthalmic pa-
thologist (Professor Anca Sava, MD, PhD; 
Gabriela Florenţa Dumitrescu, MD, PhD), as 
well as an ophthalmologist (Assistant Professor 
Claudia Florida Costea, MD, PhD), who are 
working together at „Prof. Dr. N. Oblu” Emer-
gency Clinical Hospital Iaşi, Romania, and who, 
in the same time, are teaching ophthalmic anat-
omy and ophthalmology at „Gr. T. Popa” Uni-
versity of Medicine and Pharmacy, Iaşi, Roma-
nia. But this book also united a large team of 
co-authors consisting in neurosurgeons, cardi-
ologists, pediatric oncologists, pediatric sur-
geon, plastic surgeon, pediatricians, endocri-
nologist, radiologist, laboratory physician and 
many more. 

„Ghid de patologie oftalmologică. Afecţiunile 
pleoapei şi conjunctivei”/”Guide de pathologie 

ophthalmologique. Afections de paupiéres et de 
la conjonctive” bears the marks of wealth of 
experience for dozens of years of activity in the 
field for its authors. The authors wanted to 
realize a truly guide in eyelid and conjunctiva 
pathology. So, this book is designed to be a 
source of knowledge for ophthalmologists, pa-
thologist, dermatologists, neurosurgeons, and 
general plastic and reconstructive surgeons car-
ing for patients with eyelid and ocular append-
ages disease. 

„Ghid de patologie oftalmologică. Afecţiunile 
pleoapei şi conjunctivei”/”Guide de pathologie 
ophthalmologique. Afections de paupiéres et de 
la conjonctive” makes an up-to-date coverage 
of eyelid and conjunctiva pathological process-
es and contains a total of five parts, presented 
in more than 410 pages. 

The book starts with an introductory chapter 
covering embryology, anatomy and histology of 
the eye and its appendages. Then, there are 
three main parts; the first deals with eyelid 
pathology, the second with conjunctiva pathol-
ogy, and the third with appendages pathology. 
In each case the authors tried to present the 
developmental and congenital anomalies, in-
flammation and infections, degenerative lesions, 
and benign and malignant tumors. The fifth part 
presents the trauma lesion of the periocular 
region. 

This book intended to be a practical tool as 
the authors and co-authors introduced case pre-
sentations for better understanding of the path-
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ological processes. The cases presented here 
are those encountered in the medical practice 
of the authors and include both common, but 
also rare, interesting pathologies.

Intended to be an atlas in the first instance, 
the visual image remains the key to explain the 
pathological processes and this is facilitated by 
full color photographies throughout the text. In 
the same time, the images are incorporated 
alongside the relevant text for easy reference. 

Illustrations include macroscopic and micro-
scopic specimens and there are also illustrations 
of additional techniques, such as immunohisto-
chemistry, to help both the pathologists and 
ophthalmologists understand the process a 
specimen should go through, prior to realize a 
pathological report and how this technique help 

Fig. 1. „Guide de pathologie ophthalmologique. Afections de paupiéres et de la 
conjonctive”, published by Universa, Belgium (2015),

to refine the diagnosis. There are also some 
surgical photos obtained during the surgical 
treatment, but also postoperative photos in or-
der to distinguish each condition. 

In addition, to ensure a better understanding 
and to provide complete descriptions of the le-
sions, the authors correlated the pathologic 
features with epidemiologic and pathogenetic 
observations, clinical features, differential di-
agnosis, and surgical management.

The contribution of this book is important 
both in teaching and practical terms, as it is the 
first work in Romanian literature and among 
the few works in the international literature, 
which brings together ophthalmologists and 
pathologists, and is intended to be a useful 
guide in interdisciplinary clinical practice.
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Fig. 2. Some images from the inside of the book: 
„Guide de pathologie ophthalmologique. Afections de paupiéres et de la conjonctive”, 

published by Universa, Belgium (2015).


